[Pulmonary embolism: clinical and laboratory features in 62 patients].
The clinical and laboratory features in 62 patients with acute pulmonary embolism were analized. There were 26 males, and 36 females with mean age of 63 +/- 11 (range 37 to 90). The clinical symptoms include: dyspnea (92%), chest pain and/or chest tightness (65%), cough (50%), wheezing (29%), leg swelling (32%), hemoptysis (24%), syncope (18%), leg pain (10%). Clinical signs include: tachypnea (respiratory rate > or = 20 per minute) (79%), tachycardia (37%), deep vein thrombosis (29%), cyanosis (8%), fever (> 38.5 degrees C) (2%). The possible predisposing factors include: immobilization (18%), surgery (5%), deep vein thrombosis, ever(5%), malignancy (5%), pulmonary embolism, ever (3%). Arterial blood gas analysis (while patients breathed room air) revealed mean PH of 7.46 +/- 0.06, mean PO2 of 64.5 +/- 12.1 mmHg, mean PCO2 of 35.3 +/- 4.6 mmHg, mean Alveolar-arterial O2 difference of 36.5 +/- 16.6 mmHg. The electrocardiographic changes include; nonspecific ST-T change (61%), sinus tachycardia (20%), S1Q2T3 pattern (15%), atrial fibrillation (16%), incomplete right bundle branch block (10%), complete right bundle branch block (8%), atrial premature contraction (7%), paroxysmal supraventricular tachycardia (2%). The chest x-ray findings include: cardiomegaly (48%), regional hypovascularity (31%), atelectasis (5%), pleural effusion (5%), wedge-shaped infiltrate (3%), elevated diaphragm (6%). Venous plethysmography was performed in 49 of 62 patients. Of these 49 patients, 28 patients revealed positive finding. Of these 28 patients with positive finding, 18 patients had clinical evidence of deep venous thrombosis. The in-hospital mortality rate was 10% (6/62).